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Farm Fresh

A couple brings new life to a 19th-century family homestead in Haywood County

WRITTEN BY KATY NELSON

he front door of Mark and Laura

HRogers' home in Clyde opens to

some 250 acres of picturesque

forest and farmland, rolling

hills, and a clear view of Crah-

trea Bald. Five generations of
the Rogers family have protected this pasto-
ral landscape since the 1850s, when Asbury
Rogers, Mark's great-great-grandfather and
a Confederate captain during the Civil War,
settled in Haywood County.

Though Asbury's log cabin was taken
down some years ago, the two-story farm-
house of his much-younger widew, Lorena,
received a fresh revamp when Mark and

SMART MOVE Laura and Mark Rogers sold
their custom home just down the road toe
return to the family homestead,
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FAMILY HEIRLOOM The farmhouse, built in 1820, stands at the end of a gravel road in the
ralling hills of the Upper Crabtroe community near Clyde. It was the home of Lorena Rogors
after her husband, Asbury, passod away.

Laura bought it in 2010. Mark had grown
up across the field raising cattle on his
father's property, another 250-acre farm.
“T've just had a soft spot for this place all my
life,” Mark says.

Another motivating factor in purchas-
ing the homestead was their concern that
a buyer would develop the land, which last
belonged to Mark's unele. *We just wanted
to keep it in the family,” Laura says.

The couple spent seven months reno-
vating the gable-roofed, vernacular farm-
house, which dates to 1800, keeping the
original clapboard siding and windows
throughout,

The Rogerses tackled much of the work
themselves while raising 60 head of beef
cattle and holding full-time jobs. Mark is an
engineer at Evergreen Packaging and Laura
teaches French and Spanish at Tuscola
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High School in Waynesville. “That first
year, I focused totally on the house and let
my farm work go by the wayside. Luckily,
my dad, who I'm farming with, was able to
pick things up,” Mark says.

The goal was to preserve the home's 19th-
century charm both in their renovations and
design choices, “We wanted to embellish the
house but also kesp it as it was—to moad-
ernize it without making it look modem,”
Laura says.
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“We wanted to embellish
the house but also keep it
as it was - o modernize
it without making it look
maodern.”

—LAURA ROGER
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The first priority was expanding the liv-
ing space beyvond the three rooms—kitchen,
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AMTIGUE TOUCH A bulfet from Belgium (top)
is right at homa with the othar antiquas and
salvaged fumniture in the dining room. Mark
designed and built a chandelier with Mason jars.

den, and bedroom—that Mark’s aunt and
uncle had heated with kerosene. The couple
played musical rooms as they reimagined
the floor plan: The badroom turned into the
den, the dining room is now a sitting room,
and the formal parlor transformed into the
master bedroom.

Perhaps the biggest transformation was
converting the enclosed side porch that had
been used as a laundry into a dining room fit
for large family gatherings. The sun-filled
room holds two seating areas, with a mason
jar chandelier made by Mark anchoring the
main table, which was salvaged from the
basement and refinished. A teal and brown

palette warms the room, and oriental rugs
carry the hues throughout the house. The
buffet is an antique from Belgium, where

Laura spent time as achild.

The teal carries over to the wood-plank
kitchen walls, which Laura sanded and
painted. She resurfaced and installed the

REFRESHER COURSE The poplar and heart
pine floors were refinished throughout the
howusa, including in the master bedroom
(abowva), where Mark installed tin tiles on the
cailing. Top, in tha aat-in kitchean, the brick
chimney and plank walls keep the room rustic
and true to its roots, A vintago-style stove
complements the home's age.
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white cabinets, and chose appliances ap-
propriate for the age of the house, including
a vintage-style refrigerator and stove. The
window above the enamel sink frames a
view of one of the barns and a silo, with hills
rizing just beyond.

While sprucing up the master bedroom,
the Rogerses got a 120-year-old surprise:
The floral wallpaper, which also covered the
ceiling, was glued to a layer of muslin that
had been nailed to the walls. Stripping the
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“I've just had a sofl spol
Jor this place all my life.”
—~MARK ROGERS

paper and sanding away tiny fabric threads
caught on the nails took Mark three weeks.
He finished the transformation by install-
ing a shiny, tin ceiling. “He can do just about
anything.” Laura says.
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FAST & PRESENT Top, tha linen upholstarad
spool chairs make the formal sitting room a
cozy spot for conversation, Laura selected a
patterned fabric for the curtains that reminded
her of gears and tractor wheels. An upstairs
bedrocm {abowve) holds family treasures,
including daguerreotypes of Asbury and his
bride, Lorena.

Adapting to the quirks of an 1880 home
was also a challenge, Because there are no
closets, the couple pared down their pos-
sessions and stored items they wanted to
save for their two grown sons in the barn.
Two sturdy hooks serve as Mark's ward-
robe, and Laura uses an armoire. Some
furnishings had to be shimmed to custom
fit the house, “The floors are so uneven that
the drawers of a dresser would fall our”
Laura explains.

The electrical wiring throughout the
house was an upgrade they left to contrac-
tors, along with adding outlets, as there was
only one upstairs. In the attic, still home to
heirlooms such as daguerreotype portraits
of Asbury and Lorena, spinning wheels,

and arope bed, the Rogerses discovered the
original antique carbide lights, introduced
to American homes in the mid-1890s. The
couple also spent their off hours caulking,
sanding, fixing bamn roofs, stripping lead-
based paints, repainting inside and out, and
redoing the plumbing and fencing around
the property. The goal was to move in by
the fall: They settled in three days before
Christmas.

It was all worth it =0 Mark could realize
a lifelong dream. “T've wanted to buy this
place ever since I was a teenager,” he says.
“When I got out of college, I told my uncle,
“Talk to me about it if you ever decide to
sell’ I didn't know," Mark says, with a laugh,
“it would be 30 or 40 years later™ e

GREEN ACRES During the heat of summer,
the cattie head for the shade of the forest
up the hills. The 250 acres that abut Mark's
father's land are plenty of room to grow

a garden and pasture cattle, and allow the
couple's two dogs to roam,

H

Rustic
Harvest
Table

-

FARTIANY

(828) 684-7400 - www.heartlandamish.com

5TH ANNUAL

Pa

FOR THE GARDEN

SCULFTURE INVITATIONAL

June z— Dec. 31, 2012

Opening Reception June 2 ‘
(11am—3pm)

Jﬁlﬁhﬁﬂ'ﬂm Nﬂ 0

H28.253.7651 &

www.grovewood.com — )|

i
20 YEARS OF FINE AMERICAN CRAFT @

LR NEINGDD

GALLERY

WHEMAGAZINE.COM | AUGUST 2012 45



